
ELIGIBILITY FOR ADMISSION
First-year students, sophomore-level and above students, and

transfer students are eligible for admittance in the Honors

Program upon review and approval by the Director of the

Honors Program and the Honors Faculty Council.

FIRST-YEAR STUDENTS
A first-year student is eligible to apply to the Honors Program

if the student meets at least two of the following criteria:

�Minimum SAT score of 1100

�Ranking in the top 10 percent of high school graduating

class

�Cumulative high school GPA of at least 3.5 on a 4.0 scale

�Merit Award Program finalist

�Chancellor or Valedictorian Scholar

�Evidence of motivation and commitment to academic 

excellence

CURRENT USC UPSTATE UPPERCLASSMEN
A current USC Upstate sophomore or junior is eligible to 

apply to the Honors Program if the following criteria are met:

�Cumulative GPA of 3.25 or higher on a minimum of 30 hours

from USC Upstate

�Evidence of motivation and commitment to academic 

excellence

TRANSFER STUDENTS
A transfer student is eligible to apply to the Honors Program 

if the student meets the following criteria:

�Cumulative GPA of 3.25 or higher from other academic 

institutions 

�Evidence of motivation and commitment to academic 

excellence

APPLICATION PROCESS
Students apply for the Honors Program by submitting:

�An application that includes record of academic 

excellence; significant extracurricular, community, and 

service activities (including employment); accomplishments,

awards, and talents; and involvement in academic research

�A 500- to 1,000-word essay discussing the goals and 

aspirations for an honors college experience

�Two letters of recommendation attesting to academic 

eligibility

An interview with the Director of the Honors Program may be

required. Exceptions to these requirements may be considered

by the Director of the Honors Program.

Students who have not been admitted to the Honors Program

but have a cumulative GPA of 3.25 may participate in honors

courses with the permission of the Director of the Honors

Program in consultation with the faculty member teaching the

honors course.H
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USC UPSTATE HONORS PROGRAM

HONORS CREDIT FROM OTHER COLLEGES
Up to nine credit hours or three courses from other National

Collegiate Honors Council institutions may be accepted for hon-

ors credit into the USC Upstate Honors Program.  These cours-

es must be compatible with the USC Upstate Honors Program.

A syllabus or complete description of courses offered for

acceptance into the program may be required for review by the

Director of the Honors Program.  All credits must be approved

by the Director of the Honors Program.

COMPLETION REQUIREMENTS
To complete the Honors Program, honors students must:

�Earn a USC Upstate degree

�Satisfy all major and Honors Program requirements, and

remain in good standing throughout their college careers

�Maintain a minimum GPA of 3.0 each semester and

achieve a cumulative GPA of 3.25 at the time of graduation

�Complete a minimum of two honors courses each year

�Demonstrate significant contribution to honors activities

either by serving on the Honors Student Council or by 

participating in the programming of the Honors Program

Students who fall below the required minimum cumulative GPA

of 3.0 in any semester are placed on honors probation.  At the

end of the probationary semester, students with a cumulative

GPA of 3.0 or higher are returned to regular honors status.

Students with a cumulative GPA lower than 3.0 but with a

semester cumulative GPA of 3.0 or higher remain on honors

probationary status.  Students whose probationary semester

cumulative GPA is lower than 3.0 are dismissed from the

Honors Program.  Students may apply for readmission to the

Honors Program if their cumulative GPA is 3.0 or higher.

HONORS PROGRAM GRADUATION 
In order to graduate from the Honors Program, students must:

�Complete the First-Year Honors Experience in the case 

of first-year honor students, or complete the Honors

Colloquium, in the case of other USC Upstate students 

and transfer students

�Complete at least 18 hours of Honors credit and three hours 

of a senior thesis or project directed by an honors faculty

member; the thesis or project must be presented to a 

public audience

�Complete a minimum of 60 hours of service learning or 

community service at the time of graduation.  Honors 

students complete service learning or community service

hours either as a course requirement or by serving the 

university or community independent of course work.

Service learning or community service is approved by 

the Director of the Honors Program.

�Demonstrate significant contributions to honors activities 

either by serving on the Honors Student Council or by 

participating in the programming of the Honors Program.

Admission to the Honors Program is selective
and competitive. Great care is taken to admit
the best-qualified applicants.



APPLICATION FOR USC UPSTATE HONORS PROGRAM ADMISSION
Please type or print clearly and complete all applicable sections.

Class rank: � Freshman � Sophomore � Junior � Senior

If transfer student, please list former institution ______________________________________________

PERSONAL INFORMATION

First name Middle name Last name

Student VIP ID Date of birth Major (if declared)

Local mailing address

City State Zip County

Permanent mailing address

City State Zip County

Home phone Mobile phone E-mail

List extracurricular, community and service activities in order of interest to you and depth of involvement.

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

List accomplishments, scholarships, awards and talents.

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

List involvement in academic research.

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Write an essay between 500 and 1,000 words discussing your goals and aspirations for an honors college

experience. You must also submit two letters of recommendation attesting to your academic eligibility.

ALL APPLICATIONS SHOULD BE RETURNED TO THE USC UPSTATE ADMISSIONS OFFICE
800 University Way, Spartanburg, SC 29303

Fax: 864-503-5727


