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Health Informatics VS. Related programs at USC Upstate
Health Information Management Undergraduate

+ Health Informatics
+ Health Information Management
Which is right for you? Both degrees are related fields in the healthcare industry, « Information Management Systems

but they have different focuses and career outcomes. Here are the major « Computer Information Systems
differences between the two, along with some guidance on how to choose

the right one for you: Graduate

+ Business Analytics
« M.S. Informatics

Health Informatics: - Nursing (DNP)

Focus: Health Informatics deals with the integration of information technology,
data analytics, and healthcare systems to improve patient care and
healthcare management.

Skills: Students in this field learn about health information systems, data
analysis, electronic health records (EHR), and data security.

Career: Graduates of health informatics programs often work in roles such as
healthcare data analysts, EHR implementation specialists, clinical
informaticians, and healthcare IT project managers.

Health Information Management:

Focus: Health Information Management primarily focuses on the management of
health information, which includes the security and protection of health
information, along with assuring the compliance and integrity (quality) of
health information and documentation.

Skills: Students in this field learn about health information management
practices, coding and classification systems, medical billing, privacy
regulations, and health information systems.

Career: Graduates of health information management programs often work in
roles such as health information managers, Clinical Documentation
Improvement coordinators , health data analysts, or compliance officers.

How to Choose the Right One for You:

Consider your interests and long-term career goals. If you are more interested in
technology, data analysis, and improving healthcare processes through IT, health
informatics may be the right choice. If you are more interested in the
administrative and compliance aspects of healthcare, health information
management might be a better fit.

Ultimately, the choice between a degree should align with your interests, skills,
and career aspirations. It's important to research the specific programs and career
paths associated with each field and make an informed decision based on your
personal and professional goals. Reach out to admissions and let us help you find
the right program for you and your goals.
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